
This is a kayak so you have to wear a PFD 
 

 
This is canoe. It is OK not to wear a PFD. Why? 

 
So what about this one below? Is it a canoe or a kayak? You can paddle 
the same boat with a canoe or kayak paddle. PFD or No PFD ? 

 



You don't need a PFD in the canoe below. 

 
 
 
But you do need a PFD in the kayak below. Why? 
 

 
 
 



What about the Wave Walker? This company was started in Newton, Mass. 
 

 
This is a hybrid canoe/kayak fishing boat. Yes PFD or No PFD? 

 
 



Sit on top kayak. Yes or No? 
 

 
 
This is a surf ski. Yes or No? 
 

 
 
This is a kayak so yes PFD. 
 

 
 
But this ultra-tippy solo racing canoe doesn't require a PFD… 

 

And neither does this decked tandem racing canoe. Or does it? 

 
 



What about this one? 

.  
Now the boats below can be paddled or have a pedal drive system. Yes? 
No? Sometimes? It depends? 

 
 
 
So this is a raft that is paddled so you have to wear a PFD 

 
 
Now this is the same raft rowed with oars – no PFD required! 

 
 


